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of a patriarch, his wives and children. The young males,
as they became full-grown, were driven out of the com-
munity by the patriarch, who was jealous of all possible
rivals to his marital privileges. They formed semi-
independent bands hanging, perhaps, on the skirts of the
family circle, from which they were jealously excluded.
From time to time the young males would be brought by
their sex-impulse into deadly strife with the patriarch, and,
when one of them succeeded in overcoming him, this
one would take his place and rule in his stead. A social
system of this sort obtains among some of the animals,
and it seems to be just such a system as the fierce sexual
jealousy of man and his polygamous capacities and
tendencies would produce in the absence of any modifying
law or moral tradition. This prohibition enforced by the
jealousy of the patriarch is the primalHaw!, the first example
of a general prohibition laid upon the natural impulse of a
class of human beings and upheld by superior force for
the regulation of social relations.

We have seen in Chapter V. that jealousy is an emotion
dependent upon the existence of a sentiment. Whether
we have to recognise among the constituent dispositions
of the sentiment an instinct of acquisition or possession, is
a difficult question to which we found it impossible to give
a decided answer. But, however that may be, it is clear
that the principal constituent of the emotion of male
jealousy, especially of the crude kind excited within the
crude sentiment of attachment or ownership which the
primitive patriarch entertained for his family, is anger;
in the human, as well as many other species, the anger
excited in connection with the sexual instinct is of the most
furious and destructive intensity. If, then, we accept this
hypothesis of the " primal law," we must believe that the
observance of this law was enforced by the instinct of
pugnacity.

Now an instinct that led to furious and mortal combat
between the males of any group might well determine the
evolution of great strength and ferocity and of various
weapons and defensive modifications of structure, as
sexual characters, in the way that Darwin supposed it to